CHAPTER VII

THE SOCIAL FORCES1

THE second, or Greek, component of the word
sociology is the one that is usually employed in the
names of sciences.     While etymologically it  only
signifies a treatise on some subject, it has come to
signify a treatise of a systematic kind on a subject
that can be reduced to law.    The proper designa-
tion of a true science should have the termination
" nomy " or " onomy," from the Greek z/o'/w, a law.
Especially should this be the case for the abstract
sciences, or those dealing primarily with laws instead
of concrete objects, such as are all five of the sciences
of the Comtean "hierarchy."   As a matter of fact,
the name of only one of these sciences, astronomy,
has the proper termination.     Bionomy has already
been used,2 and psychonomy and socionomy are natu-
rally formed, but physics and chemistry do not readily
admit of a similar modification.    The former might
logically be divided into baronomy and etheronomy,
the first embracing the gravitant forces, and the
second magnetism, electricity, and all the radiant

1 American Journal of Sociology, Vol. II., No. 1, Chicago, July,
1896, pp. 82-95.

a Comte, Phil Pos., III., 331.
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